
EDITORIAL

Changes in the Wind...

As JAFC begins 2006, and its 54th volume, a number of
changes are in progress. Our Editorial Advisory Board and
Associate Editors, the ACS Publications Division, and many
of our authors and reviewers have contributed ideas and opinions
that we take into consideration when making significant changes
in the Journal’s scope, policy, and guidelines.

First, beginning with this issue,JAFCwill accept for review
only manuscripts submitted via the Journal’s manuscript
submission Website. Exceptions will be made only for authors
who are unable to submit manuscripts in this way because of
lack of access to the Internet. (All such non-Web submissions
require prior permission from the editor.) In this day and age,
we would not expect this to be the case except in highly unusual
circumstances.JAFC, along with all other ACS journals, and
in fact most journals worldwide, conducts all aspects of
manuscript processing (reviewing, revisions) electronically. This
begins with a high quality, consistently formatted, electronic
version of the manuscript, prepared by the authors. Electronic
processing has numerous advantages, not the least of which is
reducing processing time. (JAFCprocessing time from receipt
to printed publication now averages under 25 weeks, compared
to over 30 weeks just 5 years ago. The time from receipt to
posting of the article on the Web is even more impressivesjust
22 weeks for 2005.) Electronic processing is also more cost-
effective, an important consideration as manuscript submissions
increase. At this writing, manuscript submission toJAFC for
2005 is expected to be about 3360 manuscripts, an increase of
about 25% over submissions in 2004.

Also, JAFCand all other ACS journals will be paying closer
attention tomanuscript length. JAFC article length has crept
upward from 5.9 published pages 5 years ago to 6.2 pages in
2005. This has significant impact on production costs. Authors
are asked to use the Supporting Information option for lengthy
data sets, compilation of spectra, etc. An exception to the page
length limit can be made when the authors and Editor agree
that the topic should command more pages to provide coverage
and quality.

In terms of scope,JAFCwill return, unreviewed, manuscripts
reportingbioactivity for extracts and other mixtures for which
the individual components responsible for the activity have not
been chemically characterized. Exceptions can be made when
the bioactivity is of such significance that the report cannot wait
for full characterization, but this will rest upon justification by
the authors and the content of the manuscript.

The manuscript cover letter must include not only such
pertinent information as the manuscript title, corresponding
author name and contact information (and submitter’s contact

information, if different from the corresponding author’s), a list
of graphics to be published in color, and the names and contact
information for four potential reviewers but alsoa clear
statement of the significance of the manuscript to agricul-
tural and food chemistry, including its unique contributions
to science, in a few words or sentences. Manuscripts submitted
without a cover letter, or with a cover letter not addressing the
manuscript’s significance and originality, will be held until a
cover letter is provided with the essential information.

BecauseJAFC is first and foremost a chemistry/biochemistry
journal, thecontent of all manuscripts must include chemistry/
biochemistry as a major component. A large proportion of
submissions fall on the side of not having enough chemistry or
biochemistry to fit in the scope of theJournal. Manuscripts
that report sensory, toxicological, pharmacological, nutritional,
or pesticidal activity without significant accompanying chemistry
should be submitted to a journal in one of the fields mentioned.
Structures, detailed mechanisms, metabolic/metabolomic schemes,
analytical methods, and graphs showing changes in chemical
composition with time are particularly appropriate forJAFC.
Of course, they can be accompanied with relevant biological

Figure 1. JAFC Editor Jim Seiber at the ACS Cycle of Excellence Author/
Reviewer Workshop held at the ACS Fall National Meeting in Washington,
DC. Associate Editors Willis Wheeler and John Finley also made
presentations at this workshop. A future author/reviewer workshop is
planned for the Spring 2006 ACS National Meeting in Atlanta, GA.
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activity data, but the chemistry/biochemistry components must
be significant and prominent.

We continue to have alarge need for new reviewersto add
to our roster of reviewers. We now typically contact eight or
more individuals to find the minimum (two or three) needed to
review a manuscript. In 2006 we will be working with ACS
staff to refresh and replenish our reviewer roster. Please fill out
a survey for yourself, but also suggest two or three or more
others who may be new to the field or simply overlooked in
the past as a reviewer. Also, when you are unable to review,
please consider having a postdoctoral or graduate student or
junior colleague review the manuscript under your guidance.
This can be a good mentoring experience (plus theJournal
benefits with a well-considered review, and possibly a new
reviewer for its ranks!). A first-of-its-kind reviewer andauthor
workshop was held at the 2005 Fall ACS meeting as part of
the ACS Cycle of Excellence in Scientific Publishing (Figure
1). A second workshop is planned for the Spring 2006 ACS
meeting in Atlanta, GA, under the cosponsorship of the AGFD
Division and Publications Division and leadership of Associate
Editor Willis Wheeler.

Special thanks to ouryeomen reviewersin 2005. They
include Chi-Tang Ho, Thomas Hofmann, Eric Decker, Sam K.
C. Chang, Si-Yin Chung, John Johnston, Delano James, Ann
Hagerman, Taka Shibamoto, Werner Grosch, Wieslaw Oleszek,
Ronald Prior, Liangli Yu, Reinhold Carle, and Cristina Garcia-
Viguera. A complete listing of reviewers for 2005 is also
published in this issue. These scientists are performing a vital
pro-bono service to the quality ofJAFC.

JAFC’s2004ISI Impact Factor increased to 2.327, up from
2.102 in 2003. This is the third year in a row thatJAFC’sImpact
Factor has increased significantly. In addition to the ISI Impact
Factor (which is for items cited), another measure of interest in
an article is how many Web views it receives. There is a link
at theJAFC Website listing the most accessed articles during
the periods January-June and July-September 2005. In addi-
tion, JAFC’s published articles continue to be picked up and
cited in the popular press, including newspapers, news maga-
zines, and both specialty and general interest periodicals.

We thank theJAFC Advisory Board for its support (Figure
2 was taken of Board members at the Advisory Board meeting
held during the Fall ACS National Meeting in Washington, DC);
our Associate Editors Marshall Phillips, Willis Wheeler, Russell
Molyneux, John Finley, Peter Schieberle, and Elizabeth Waters,
and the staff of each of our editorial offices; the staff of the
ACS Publications division, all of whom keep the “presses
rolling” (now it’s the Web, more than the press!) forJAFCand
the other 31 ACS journals. And thanks also to theJAFCauthors
who continue to help theJournalpursue excellence in scientific
publishing.

Best wishes for a most enjoyable, successful, and peaceful
2006!

Jim Seiber
Editor

JF052913O

Figure 2. JAFC Editor, Associate Editors, Editorial Advisory Board, Editorial Office Staff, and Division Representatives at the Advisory Board Meeting
held August 30, 2005, at the ACS Fall National Meeting in Washington, DC. Front row, left to right: Karen Parker, John Finley, Elizabeth Waters,
Marshall Phillips, Jim Seiber, Russell Molyneux, Willis Wheeler, Peter Schieberle, Loreen Kleinschmidt, Sharon Martini. Middle row, left to right: Chi-
Tang Ho, Keith Cadwallader, Ella Robinson, Andrew Waterhouse, Sam K. C. Chang, Heijia Wheeler, Sara Risch, Cynthia Mussinan, Robert McGorrin,
Harold Pattee. Back row, left to right: Sharon Shoemaker, Carl Frey, Michael Morello, Rodney Bennett, Eric Block, Anne Desjardins, Michael Tunick,
Allan Felsot, Thomas Hofmann, Nancy Ragsdale, Ann Lemley.
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List of Reviewers s2005
The Editor and Associate Editors gratefully acknowledge the following scientists for reviewing manuscripts during 2005. Many of these individuals

reviewed several manuscripts. We thank all of the reviewers for their contributions of time and talent.

Note: This list reflects reviews received between November 11, 2004, and November 9, 2005.
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